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Reproduction of  Ordnance Survey 
mapping for educational purposes 

October 2005 

1 Introduction 

1.1 All educational establishments should be aware of 
the existence of Crown copyright in 
Ordnance Survey and Ordnance Survey-based 
mapping. 

1.2 Universities and educational establishments 
(excluding independent and voluntary schools) not 
funded by their local authority must obtain a licence 
from us before any copying of our mapping takes 
place. 

1.3 Independent and voluntary schools no longer need 
to purchase a licence, but are bound by the rules 
and terms as laid out at 1.4 and 3. 

1.4 Copies can be made for teaching purposes only, 
either as teaching aids for lecturers, projects or 
exams set for students. 

1.5 We have invested a great deal in our products. Our 
copyright policies must protect this investment and 
make sure we get a fair financial return from others 
using these products. So our products contain 
fingerprinting and coding protection techniques. 

1.6 Ordnance Survey-based mapping, for example, 
commercial publications A–Z®, Goad Plans, 
Estate Publications, George Philip’s and 
G.I. Barnett’s are also subject to Crown copyright. 
You must obtain prior permission of the other 
publisher in order to reproduce this mapping. 

2 Getting a licence 

2.1 To apply for a licence please contact Copyright 
Licensing – see paragraph 6 for details. 

2.2 You will be issued with a licence where an annual fee 
is paid to cover copying maps for educational use. 

3 Rules and terms of the licence 

3.1 The licence covers: 

3.1.1 making copies of our material for teaching and/or 
educational purposes only; 

3.1.2 10 by 200 cm2 bitmap images for your school or 
college website; 

3.1.3 using our digital map data for teaching and/or 
educational purposes only; and  

3.1.4 the use of mapping in a school brochure or 
prospectus to show location of the school. 

3.2 The licence does not cover: 

3.2.1 any work intended for sale or distribution to the 
public or any outside organisation; 

3.2.2 the transfer of our material onto computer media 
for other purposes; or 

3.2.3 digitising and scanning of our mapping. 

3.3 The activities at 3.2 are covered by separate rules 
and terms; please contact Copyright Licensing for 
more information. 

4 Academic research 

4.1 We will not charge royalties for using our maps and 
data in publications produced only for academic 
research and not for commercial gain, provided: 

4.1.1 the results of the research are to be disseminated 
widely and without delay within the academic 
community and freely in the public domain; 

4.1.2 the publication is not for commercial gain or part of 
normal publishing business; 

4.1.3 the total area of mapping in a publication does not 
exceed A3 (1 250 cm2); and 

4.1.4 the following copyright acknowledgement is shown 
on or near each map image: 

© Crown copyright Ordnance Survey. All rights 
reserved. 
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4.2 We will not consider it to be academic research 
where the results will be held for the exclusive 
information or use of the research sponsor or 
sponsors or in any way restricted from access to 
the academic community or the wider public. In 
cases of doubt please refer to Copyright Licensing; 
see phone number in paragraph 6. 

5 Licence fees 

5.1 The annual licence fees fall into four bands as 
follows: 

Independent and voluntary schools 
for pupils up to 16 years old No fee 
(including independent schools with a sixth form) 

Establishments for students 
16–18 years old £88 + VAT 

Establishments for students 
over 18 years old  £145 + VAT 

Universities (including EDINA®/Digimap® 
subscribers) £300 + VAT 

5.2 You have to pay VAT on all our licence fees. 

5.3 The annual licence fees quoted above are subject 
to annual adjustment. 

6 Enquiries 

Further details of other licensing schemes and individual 
applications can be obtained from: 

Copyright Licensing 
Ordnance Survey 
Romsey Road 
SOUTHAMPTON 
United Kingdom 
SO16 4GU. 

Phone: 023 8079 2913 
Fax: 023 8079 2535 
Website: www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk 

Trade marks 

Ordnance Survey and the OS Symbol are registered trade 
marks of Ordnance Survey, the national mapping agency 
of Great Britain. 

A–Z is a registered trade mark of Geographers’ A–Z Map 
Company Ltd. EDINA and Digimap are registered trade 
marks of the University Court of the University of 
Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

L0167_M 
(Originally DS 20086 1101) 


