




Disintegration of the Soviet Union 

results in 15 new countries



Others break in two (Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia 1993)

Some countries become reunited (Germany, Yemen 1990)

More new countries in the 21st century (East Timor 
2002, Montenegro 2006, South Sudan 2011)



Europe 1900

Europe 2000



Globalization and the end 
of the nation state?

National boundaries matter little to 
the movement of investment & goods

Transnational networks fuelled by 
information technology

National governments compete 
with global corporations and non-
governmental organisations



The end of the nation state?



How many countries in the 
World?

• United Nations: 195
(193 UN Member States + 2 UN Observer States)

• Olympic Nations: 206 National Olympic Committees

• Football Nations: 209 FIFA Countries

• Country Codes: 249 in the ISO Standard List



What is a Country? 
(Nation? State?)



UN membership 
(only for sovereign states)

Israel became UN member 1949, but 

36 countries do not recognise Israel

Palestine became UN observer state 

2012, but 60 countries do not 

recognise Palestine 

Some countries have UN membership as a group 

(England+Scotland+Wales+N Ireland = UK)

TAIWAN was a UN member until asked to leave in 1971 



Montevideo Convention 
on the 

Rights and Duties of 
States

Article 1 criteria for statehood: 

(a)a permanent population

(b)a defined territory

(c)government 

(d)capacity to enter into relations with the other states



NORTHERN CYPRUS







Montevideo Convention 
on the 

Rights and Duties of 
States

Article 1 criteria for statehood: 

(a) a permanent population

(b) a defined territory

(c) government 

(d) capacity to enter into relations with the other states

Article 3 states: 

The political existence of the state is 
independent of recognition by the other states



Mutual recognition 
to combat diplomatic isolation

Community for Democracy and Rights of Nations 

(aka Commonwealth of Unrecognized States)

Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Transnistria, and Nagorno-

Karabakh

Unrepresented 

United Nations (UUN)

Unrepresented Nations 

and Peoples Organization 

(UNPO)



Non-FIFA World Cups

VIVA World Cup 

Kurdistan 2-1 Northern Cyprus

FIFI Wild Cup 

Northern Cyprus 0-0 Zanzibar [4-1 pen]

CONIFA World Cup

Abkhazia 1-1 Panjab [6-5 pen]



Rules of thumb for inclusion

Some form of government

Claim to territory

Flag

Seriousness of purpose

No UN seat

Lack of widespread international recognition



States exercise power



SOMALILAND





HUTT RIVER 
secession to 
protest against 
grain quotas

HRH Prince Leonard & Princess Shirley

Declared independence 21 April 1970





Australia's 
oldest 
micronation



LAKOTAH
they won’t take the money

1868: Fort Laramie Treaty: US pledges Great Sioux 

Reservation, including Black Hills, “set apart for the 

absolute and undisturbed use and occupation of the 

Indians herein named.”

1874: Custer’s Black Hills expedition discovers gold.

1974: Indian Claims Commission rules taking of Black 

Hills unconstitutional under Fifth Amendment -

Government must pay compensation.

1975: US Court of Claims: “A more ripe and rank case 

of dishonorable dealings will never, in all probability, be 

found in our history…”

1998: Compensation award, including backdated interest, 

passes US$0.5 billion.

2007: Lakotah withdraws unilaterally from Fort Laramie 

Treaty (permitted under 1969 Vienna Convention on Law 

of Treaties, of which US is signatory). 



MURRAWARRI
never ceded sovereignty



ISLE OF MAN 
Self-governing dependency of British Crown

Unique constitutional relationship with UK - elects own Government, makes own 

laws, levies own taxes, controls expenditure

Not part of UK or EU

Tynwald, parliament, world’s oldest continuous ruling body

1881 world first to give (propertied) women 

vote in parliamentary elections 

2006 first Western European nation to lower 

voting age to 16



GREENLAND
1721 colonized by Denmark

1979 home rule

1985 leaves EU

2009 self-rule



Self-rule

• control of law enforcement, coast 

guard, legal system 

• official language Greenlandic

• revenues from mineral resources

Next stop: Independence?

2021 is 300th anniversary 

of Danish colonial rule

Economic stability

• Danish Government annual subsidy 3.6 bn

kroner (US$600m)

• oil price



ANTARCTICA
the last continent

Antarctic Treaty 1959
• claims of territorial 

sovereignty uniquely 
set aside

• used exclusively for 
peaceful purposes 
(science, tourism)

Antarctica even has its own 
Internet country code:    .aq





ELGALAND-VARGALAND

Largest and most populous realm on 

Earth, incorporating all boundaries 

between other nations as well as 

Digital Territory and other states of 

existence 



www.nickmiddleton.net


