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Version history 

Version Date Description 

2.8 12/2016 Minor updates to the Product Guide. 

3.0 09/2022 Product Guide split into this Technical Specification and an Overview. 
Formatting, style, and language updates to the document. 

 

 

Purpose of this document 

This document provides information about and insight into the 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster product and 
its potential applications. 

The terms and conditions on which 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster is made available to you and your 
organisation are contained within Open Government Licence 
(https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/), which allows you to use 
1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster in any way and for any purpose. We simply ask that you acknowledge us 
with: "Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2022". 

We may change the information in this document at any time, giving you the notice period set out in your 
contract. We do not accept responsibility for the content of any third-party websites referenced or 
accessed in or through this document. 

This document has been screened according to Ordnance Survey's Equality Scheme. If you have difficulty 
reading this information in its current format and would like to find out how to access it in a different 
format (braille, large print, computer disk or in another language), please contact us on: 
+44 (0)3456 05 05 05. 

Copyright in this document 

© Ordnance Survey Limited 2022. This document (including for the avoidance of doubt, any mapping 
images reproduced within it) is protected by copyright and apart from the rights expressly granted within 
this document to use the content, all rights are reserved. Any part of this document may be copied for use 
internally in your organisation or business so that you can use 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster under the 
terms of your licence (but not otherwise). 

No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means (including 
electronically) for commercial exploitation, onward sale or as free promotional material without getting the 
written consent of Ordnance Survey beforehand. 

Trade marks 

Ordnance Survey, OS and the OS Logos are registered trade marks, and 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster is a 
trade mark of Ordnance Survey, Britain’s mapping agency. 

Contact details 

OS website 'Contact us' page (https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/contact-us).   

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/contact-us
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/contact-us
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1. Product specification 
The following table contains technical information about 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster: 

Table 1: Product specification. 

1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster specification 

Number of tiles in Great Britain 56 (edge matched) 

Tile size 100km by 100km 

Coverage Great Britain 

Availability National coverage (in a single download) 

Resolution 254 dots per inch (dpi) 

Data structure Raster 

Formats TIFF with LZW compression 

Storage volume (GB coverage) 
128 MB (compressed) 
130 MB (uncompressed) 

Update frequency Annually (June) 
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2. Product legend 
The 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster product legend is maintained in English and Welsh. It defines all map 
symbols used in the product. You can download the legend on the 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster support 
page of the OS website (https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-
raster-support) or use the links below: 

• English version of the 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster legend 
(https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/250k-raster-legend.pdf) 

• Welsh version of the 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster legend 
(https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/250k-raster-legend-welsh.pdf) 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/250k-raster-legend.pdf
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/250k-raster-legend.pdf
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/250k-raster-legend-welsh.pdf
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/250k-raster-legend-welsh.pdf
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3. Gazetteer 
The 1:250 000 Scale Gazetteer includes approximately 25 500 points that cover the extent of the 56 
100km by 100km tiles. The information is provided as a single file in ASCII text format and is included in 
the compressed download file. 
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4. Georeferencing 
A complete set of georeferencing files for 1:25 000 Scale Colour Raster is available for free download on 
the Georeferencing files and land and sea tiles (https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-
government/tools-support/georeferencing) page of the OS website. The TIFF World Files (TFW) are for 
use in ESRI® ArcGIS and the TAB files for use in MapInfo®. To ensure that the georeferencing files work 
correctly, save them to the same directory as the map tile files. 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/georeferencing
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/georeferencing
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/georeferencing
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Annex A: Additional resources 
You can find additional information about the product in the: 

• 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster Product page on the OS website 
(https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/products/250k-raster.html) 

• Overview document, which is available on the 1:250 000 Scale Colour Raster Product Support page on 
the OS website (https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-
support) 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/products/250k-raster.html
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/products/250k-raster.html
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/250k-raster-support
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